Cardiac echinococcosis with pulmonary embolism.
The case of a 37-year-old Italian man with cardiac involvement by echinococcus granulosus is presented. The patient showed symptoms of severe cardiac failure and died suddenly on cardiorespiratory arrest. Autopsy revealed a ruptured parent hydatid cyst attached to the right ventricular wall and massive embolism, by daughter cysts, of the right branch of the pulmonary artery. Although cardiac involvement is present in only 0.5% to 3% of all cases of echinococcal disease, it represents a very serious clinical condition which is followed by sudden death in 29% of the cases of ruptured cysts.